The Benediction
Hebrews 13:20-21
Introduction:
Numbers 6:24-25
 “The Lord ﻿﻿bless you and ﻿﻿keep you; The Lord ﻿﻿make His face shine upon you, And ﻿﻿be gracious to you; The Lord ﻿﻿lift up His countenance upon you, And ﻿﻿give you peace.”
Romans 16:20
”And ﻿﻿the God of peace ﻿﻿will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.”
II Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and ﻿﻿the ﻿﻿communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.”
Jude 24-25
“Now to Him who is able to keep ﻿﻿you from stumbling, and ﻿﻿to present you faultless Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, To ﻿﻿ the alone wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and ﻿﻿power, both now and forever. Amen.”
Genesis 31:49

“May the Lord watch between you and me when we are absent one from another.”

Not a benediction but a malediction. The Epistle to the Hebrews ends with a beautiful benediction which is our topic for today.

I.  The God of Peace – 13:20a
A. Peace with God 
Requirement: Faith Alone In Christ Alone
Romans 5:1
“Therefore, ﻿﻿having been justified by faith, ﻿﻿we have ﻿﻿peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,”
Colossians 1:21

“And you, ﻿﻿who once were alienated and enemies in your mind ﻿﻿by wicked works, yet now He has ﻿﻿reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, so, we who were enemies of God, deserving God’s wrath, now have peace with God.”
This peace is a forensic (legal) peace. It is the automatic possession of each one who believes on Jesus for eternal life. But not all believers live in peace. That is because they don’t have the peace of God.

B. Peace of God – Philippians 4:6-7


Requirement: 

1. Be Anxious (worrying) for Nothing.
1 Peter 5:7 

“Casting all your cares upon Him, for He cares for you.”
2. Let Your Requests be Made Known to God;

in everything 
by prayer and 
supplication, 
with ﻿﻿thanksgiving, 
and ﻿﻿the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard (garrison) your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

C. The God of Peace – Philippians 4:8-9

Requirement:
1. Thinking Right:

Think on these things: whatever things are true, noble, just, ﻿﻿pure, lovely, of good report, if there is any virtue praiseworthy—
2. Doing Right:
Do the things which you have:
learned and 


received and
heard and 
seen in me,
and ﻿﻿the God of peace will be with you. 

II. The God of Power – 13:20b
A. The Creation – 
Genesis 1:1
“In the ﻿﻿beginning ﻿﻿God created the heavens and the earth.”
John 1:3
“All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.”
Colossians 1:16

“For ﻿﻿by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or ﻿ dominions or ﻿﻿principalities or ﻿﻿powers. All things were created ﻿﻿through Him and for Him.”
B. The Red Sea -
The deliverance of the Israelites and the destruction of the Egyptians.

Whenever Israel wanted to talk about the power of their God they would tell about the Rea Sea experience (Psalm 66:6; 78:13; 106:7,9,22; 136:13,15).
C. The Resurrection –
The greatest display of God’s power, so far. Because of its far reaching effects, it will never be eclipsed. However, many great powerful events are still to come. He is indeed the God of power!
III. The God of Provision – 13:20c
A. The Good Shepherd – Psalm 22; John 10

“He gave His life for the sheep” (John 10:11)

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep”.
B. The Great Shepherd – Psalm 23; Hebrews 13
1. He Cares for the Sheep – “I shall not want”
2. He Sustains Them - “Makes me lie down in Green pastors”

3. He Pastors Them - “He restores my soul”.
C. The Chief Shepherd – Psalm 24; I Peter 5 

He rewards faithfulness when ﻿﻿the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive ﻿﻿the crown of glory that does not fade away. 

IV. The God of Promise – 13:20d
Throughout the Epistle he has contrasted the Mosaic covenant with the New covenant.
The New Covenant is part of the Abrahamic Covenant, the covenant of promise.

A. A Grace Covenant

The Law has been superseded. We no longer serve God by the Mosaic Law, but by grace.
Hebrews 12:28
“…let us hold fast to Grace, that we may serve God acceptably.

B. An Eternal Covenant

1. The Mosaic Law was Temporary

Galatians 3:19
“What purpose then does the law serve? ﻿﻿It was added because of transgressions, untill the ﻿﻿Seed should come…”
2. The New Covenant is Eternal (Everlasting)
The New Covenant is part of the Abrahamic Covenant. It was established with a promise and an oath.

Hebrews 6:17-18:

“Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to ﻿﻿the heirs of promise ﻿﻿the ﻿﻿immutability of His counsel, ﻿﻿confirmed it by an oath, ﻿that by two ﻿﻿immutable things, [the promise and the oath] in which it is impossible for God to ﻿﻿lie, we ﻿﻿might have strong consolation…”
There were Three Parts of that Covenant:
 Land – Nation – Blessing
Just as: 
The “Land” Promise –

(The Palestinian Covenant – Deut. 28-30); And 

The “Nation” Promise –

(The Davidic Covenant – II Samuel 7) are eternal, so also,
The “Blessing Promise”

(The New Covenant – Jeremiah 31) is eternal.
C. A Blood Covenant

The Law had many sacrifices.
The New Covenant has only one.

The Law had only animal sacrifices.

The New Covenant has the sacrifice of the God/man, Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God.

The Law only covered sin.

The New Covenant takes sin away forever” (Hebrews 10:4).
V. The God of Perfection – “make you perfect” – 13:21a
Perfect – καταρτίζω - Make complete

     [Outside N.T. to set a broken bone]
A. To Restore as Before – “to make right”
Galatians 6:1
“Brethren, if a man is ﻿﻿overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one…”
Matthew 4:21
“Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets.”
B. To Supply What is Lacking – 
I Thessalonians 3:10
“night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face ﻿﻿and perfect what is lacking in your faith?”
C. To Equip for All Good Works. 
Hebrews 13:21
“make you ﻿﻿complete (equipped) in every good work to do His will.”
VI. The God of Purpose – “working in you” – 13:21b
A. His Viewpoint – “in His sight”

Let God be God in your life.
He makes the choices.

Our job is to discern His will.

B. His Empowerment - “Through Jesus Christ”
We don’t have to do it alone. In fact, He does it through us.
I Corinthians 3:6-7

“I planted, ﻿﻿Apollos watered, ﻿﻿but God was giving the increase. ﻿7﻿ So then ﻿﻿neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.”
We just have to stay out of His way and not hinder His work.
C. His Glory – “to Him be Glory”
“But God forbid that I should boast except in the ﻿﻿cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by ﻿﻿whom the world has been crucified to me, and ﻿﻿I to the world.”
Conclusion:
